
The Shelltone Whale Project cetacean approach charter
The origin
Since 1981, I've been swimming with cetaceans to study them and 
practice inter-species communication with them, notably using 
music, with the instrument I created, the Shelltone. Over the 
years, I've been able to develop techniques for approaching 
cetaceans that are both respectful and effective. 

In fact, the more the approach takes into account the animal's 
well-being, the more easily it will let itself be approached 
without fear and share its intimacy with us. 
As part of my scientific research, it has always been a matter of 
course to use these gentle approach techniques, as do my 
colleagues, friends and the experts you'll find on our site.

On the other hand, in the world of whale watching, some 
operators show no respect for cetaceans, only the result 
counts, and they want to offer their passengers sensations at 
any cost. As a result, whales are attacked to force them to dive 
so that passengers can photograph their tail. There are also 
approaches to nurseries, i.e. groups of very young animals and 
babies, watched over by just two or three adults while the 
parents hunt deeper or further out. There are also pursuits of 
active surface groups during breeding, disturbances when 
animals are hunting for food, and so many other intolerable 
situations. 

That's why the bases we select guarantee compliance with this 
approach.

Getting close to cetaceans
• Cetaceans must be approached at a speed not exceeding 5 knots and at an angle of approximately 30° in the 
direction of movement of the animals. The boat must not approach marine mammals closer than 100 meters, and 
must move away immediately if a change in attitude, speed or behavior of the animals is observed.

• The boat must never approach from the front, the rear or perpendicular to the direction of movement of the 
cetaceans. The approach must be gentle, parallel to the group being observed.

• The use of sonar or “fish finder” type instruments to locate animals is forbidden, as these instruments emit 
frequencies that interfere with the animals' communication with each other.

•   During observation, the boat must be kept at a constant speed in a direction parallel to the movement of the 
animals. Maximum speed should never be faster than the slowest animal in the group.

• If a whale approaches the boat or suddenly appears within 60 meters of the boat, neutral must be engaged. For 
dolphins, a constant, slow speed can be maintained.

•  It is forbidden to approach and observe a “nursery”, i.e. a group of babies or juveniles supervised by just a few 
adults.

• The pursuit of cetaceans during a hunt is 
prohibited.

• Disturbance of active surface groups 
during mating is prohibited.

• You can't observe the same group of 
cetaceans for more than 45 minutes.

• Avoid sudden changes of direction or 
speed during observation. Animals will be 
calmer if the boat maintains a constant speed.

Charter for approaching cetaceans, drawn up by 
the Shelltone Whale Project. 
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